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Asim Z. Haque sworn in as PUCO chairman

In May, Asim Z. Haque was sworn in as chairman of the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio (PUCO).

As chairman, he leads the state agency that oversees the regulation 
of electric, natural gas, telecommunications, water, commercial 
transportation companies and household goods movers in Ohio. He 
also chairs the Ohio Power Siting Board, which reviews, evaluates 
and approves the siting of electric generation plants and electric and 
natural gas transmission lines. Haque’s five-year term ends  
April 10, 2021.

“I am humbled to be given the opportunity to 
lead this agency,” said Chairman Asim Haque. 

“It is so important that we get it right. The 
PUCO regulates the basic infrastructure that 

sustains our lives and this economy.”

Prior to being named PUCO 
chairman by Gov. John R. 
Kasich, Haque has served as 
a commissioner of the PUCO 
since 2013. Before serving as 
commissioner at the PUCO, 
Asim Haque, an attorney, 
began his professional 
career at a general practice 
firm in Columbus where he 
represented a broad spectrum 
of clients in energy and utility 
matters.  He went on to serve 
as internal legal counsel for 
a global auto manufacturer, a 
role he held immediately prior 
to his first appointment to the 
Commission.
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M. Howard Petricoff appointed as 
commissioner

In July, M. Howard Petricoff was sworn in as 
commissioner of the PUCO.

Petricoff was appointed by Gov. John R. Kasich in June. 
His term ends April 10, 2020.

Commissioner Petricoff began his career in the energy 
and utility field in 1977 as an Ohio assistant attorney 
general. In 1982, he joined a large, general practice 
law firm in Columbus, where he subsequently become 
a partner and directed the firm’s energy and utility 
practice. During his days of private practice, Petricoff 
was appointed by several of Ohio attorney generals 
to serve as a special assistant attorney general 
representing state colleges and universities with their 
power plants, gas pipeline systems and other utility 
facilities. Petricoff has presented cases before the 
Supreme Court of Ohio, the Sixth Circuit and District 
of Columbia Federal Courts of Appeal, as well as the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Ohio Power 
Siting Board and the PUCO.

For the past eight years, Commissioner Petricoff 
has served as an adjunct professor teaching energy 
and natural resources law at Capital University Law 
School. Petricoff has served on many professional and 
community boards. Notably, he was chair of the Natural 
Resources Committee of the Ohio Bar Association and a 
trustee of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Commissioner Petricoff received a master’s degree in 
public administration from Harvard University, a juris 
doctorate from the University of Cincinnati College of 
Law and a bachelor’s degree in public administration 
from American University.

PUCO awards seven hazardous materials 
training grants

In April, The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) 
approved seven hazardous materials training grants 
totaling $229,796. The grants will be used to train 
more than 1,400 hazardous material incident response 
professionals.

The PUCO plays an important role in ensuring that 
motor carriers are safely transporting hazardous 
materials throughout Ohio. Through the PUCO’s 
hazardous materials training grant program, public 
safety and emergency services personnel across Ohio 
are awarded grants for training to best respond to 
incidents related to hazardous materials.

The PUCO awarded the following grants:

Cincinnati State Technical and Community College – 
The college will receive $75,000 to conduct the Hazmat 
Annual Refresher course and Hazmat Technician 
courses to train approximately 435 responders.

City of Toledo – Division of Environmental Services 
– The city will receive $20,000 to provide a Hazmat 
Refresher course, Radiation Awareness training, Hazmat 
Awareness course, Hazmat IQ/Below the Line course, 
Hazmat IQ First Responder Offensive course, Hazmat 
Safety Officer course, and a Hazmat Technician course to 
train approximately 700 responders.

Clermont County Emergency Management Agency 
and Local Emergency Planning Committee – The 
agency and committee will receive $4,200 to conduct 
the county’s hazardous materials functional exercise to 
implement and review the county’s hazardous material 
spill response plan.

Clinton County Local Emergency Planning 
Committee – The committee will receive $19,596 to 
conduct a hazardous materials functional exercise to 
implement and review the county’s hazardous material 
spill response plan.

University of Findlay – The university will receive 
$75,000 to conduct several hazardous materials courses 
for volunteer fire departments throughout Ohio. 
There will be 56 courses made available to emergency 
responders during the 2016–2017 education cycle.

Wayne County Regional Training Facility – The 
training facility will receive $20,000 to conduct a 
Hazmat Technician course, Emergency Response 
Hazmat Specialist Ammonia course and six Hazmat 

Commissioner M. Howard Petricoff (left) sworn in by PUCO 
Commissioner Lynn Slaby (right)
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Refresher courses to train approximately 160 
responders.

Wyandot County Emergency Management Agency 
– The agency will receive $16,000 to conduct a Hazmat 
Technician course, Emergency Response Hazmat 
Specialist course, Hazmat Refresher course, Hazmat 
Operations course and a Hazmat Awareness course to 
train approximately 89 responders.

The PUCO awards hazardous materials planning and 
training grants to local government subdivisions, 
educational institutions and state agencies in Ohio. 
Money for these grants comes from fines paid by 
hazardous material carriers and shippers. Individual 
grants are based upon applications to the PUCO and are 
awarded on a reimbursement basis.

The PUCO has regulatory authority to conduct audits, 
inspections and safety reviews to evaluate the safety 
records, policies and procedures of motor carriers, 
including hazardous materials carriers. The PUCO 
hazardous materials transportation program has been 
recognized by Battelle Memorial Institute as one of the 
best and most comprehensive of such programs in the 
nation.

For more information about the PUCO’s hazardous 
materials planning and training grants program, please 
visit the motor carrier section of www.PUCO.ohio.gov.

Start Talking! Building a  
drug-free future 

An effort is 
underway 
across Ohio to 
prevent drug use 

among Ohio’s most vulnerable citizens — our children. 
Governor John R. Kasich and First Lady Karen W. Kasich 
have launched Start Talking! to give parents, guardians, 
educators and community leaders the tools to start the 
conversation with Ohio’s youth about the importance of 
living healthy, drug-free lives.

A majority of substance-free adolescents credit their 
parents for the decision not to use illegal substances. 
Likewise, teachers and other authority figures can have a 
similar influence on youth and their decision-making.

Parents, mentors and peers can make a difference just by 
talking to the young people in their lives about drug use. 
Please Start Talking!

 

PUCO highlights safety during  
International Roadcheck 2016

Lives are being saved in 
Ohio and across North 
America because roadside 
inspections take place 
everyday. The Public 
Utilities Commission of 
Ohio (PUCO) participated 
in the 29th Annual 
International Roadcheck, 
a transportation safety 
and security event, held 
June 2–4 throughout the 
United States, Mexico and Canada. The 72-hour event 
highlights the important role roadside enforcement 
plays in ensuring North America’s highways remain safe 
and secure.

PUCO inspectors conduct safety inspections of 
commercial motor vehicles (CMVs) on roadways all 
across Ohio in an effort to enforce important state and 
federal safety regulations. Each safety inspection follows 
a thorough process to make sure that the driver and CMV 
meet necessary state and federal safety requirements. 
Vehicles and drivers that fail to meet these requirements 
may be declared out-of-service and cannot continue 
operating until they comply.

International Roadcheck is sponsored by the 
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA). Since its 
inception in 1988, roadside inspections conducted 
during International Roadcheck have numbered more 
than 1.4 million. International Roadcheck also provides 
an opportunity to educate industry and the general 
public about the importance of safe commercial motor 
vehicle operations and the North American roadside 
inspection program.

During the 2016 International Roadcheck event, 
PUCO and Ohio State Highway Patrol completed 1,269 
inspections discovering 418 safety violations, including 
407 violations that resulted in placing the driver or 
vehicle out-of-service.

More information about International Roadcheck is 
available on the CVSA’s website at www.cvsa.org. For 
more information on the PUCO’s role in highway safety, 
visit www.PUCO.ohio.gov.

PUCO inspector Tom Forbes performs 
CMV safety inspection during  

Roadcheck 2016.

http://www.puco.ohio.gov/puco/
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A spotlight on the latest news affecting Ohio utility consumers.

PUCO’s Martin selected for US DOT safety 
working group

In April, Alan Martin, Deputy Director of the PUCO 
Transportation Department was selected to be a member 
of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s 
(FMCSA) Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program 
(MCSAP) Formula Working Group. 

The MCSAP is a state grant program of the FMCSA 
that provides funds to states in support of their safety 
efforts. The working group was created out of the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) act to analyze 
the requirements and factors for establishing a new 
allocation formula for the MSCAP.

As required under the FAST act, the working group is 
comprised of representatives from state commercial 
motor vehicle (CMV) safety agencies, FMCSA, an 
organization representing state CMV enforcement 
agencies and any other persons the DOT secretary deems 
necessary. 

Public members, including Alan, were selected after 
evaluation of several criteria including: commitment 
to transportation safety; record of collaboration with 
diverse stakeholders; professional experience in 
commercial motor vehicle safety; MCSAP program 
leadership; program management and operations 
experience; and familiarity with data analysis and quality 
measurements. 

For more information on the MCSAP Formula Working 
Group’s activities visit www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission/
grants/fast-act-mcsap-formula-working-group.

PUCO updates administrative rules

The PUCO is dedicated to regulating Ohio’s utilities by 
monitoring and enforcing administrative rules and state 
laws against unfair, inadequate or unsafe public utility 
and transportation services. Throughout the first half of 

2016, the PUCO has updated several administrative rules 
in order to best carry out its responsibilities. 

This year, the PUCO has updated rules regarding civil 
forfeiture proceedings, long-term forecast reports, 
natural gas company infrastructure development, 
household goods movers, towing of motor vehicles, 
registration of transportation network companies and 
Ohio Power Siting Board rules. 

To review PUCO rules and cases involving rules updates, 
visit www.PUCO.ohio.gov. 

Follow the PUCO on Instagram

The PUCO recently launched an Instagram account in 
order to increase our public awareness and education 
efforts. Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing, 
video-sharing and social networking service that enables 
its users to take pictures and videos, and share them 
either publicly or privately on the app.

The PUCO account will share photos of energy and 
transportation infrastructure, among other awareness 
information, in an educational manner.

Search for @pucohio on Instagram and follow the PUCO 
for updates. 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission/grants/fast-act-mcsap-formula-working-group
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/mission/grants/fast-act-mcsap-formula-working-group
http://www.puco.ohio.gov/puco/
https://www.instagram.com/pucohio/?hl=en

