May 20, 2004

Dear School Representative:

      There is no issue more important to our Nation than its security.  Our continuing reliance on the Middle East as a provider of energy entangles us in a region whose volatility threatens the safety of our citizens both at home and abroad.  Reducing or eliminating our dependence on others for our energy needs would also enhance our economic security.  To that end, I wanted to invite you to meet and discuss a renewable energy topic of particular interest to the agricultural community: the use of soy based fuels in public fleets.

      On June 21, 2004, I will be hosting a program, the purpose of which is to increase the use of soy diesel in our communities, specifically in our school bus fleets.  This is a small but important step toward energy independence that can be taken now.  The program to be offered will make you aware of the steps necessary to incorporate bio-diesel into your current operations, and strengthen the partnership between your school districts and your rural constituents.  The program will feature experts who can answer many questions concerning soy diesel.  Our experts will address economic, political, and technical issues surrounding the use of this product as a fuel in your bus fleet. Information will also be provided concerning funding strategies for initiating a renewable fuel program.

      I would also encourage you to pass this information along to any within your district that have an interest in the topic, particularly transportation managers, school board members, and local fuel suppliers. All are welcome.

      Enclosed is a copy of the program agenda, and I sincerely hope that you will join me for the discussion.

Sincerely,






MARCY KAPTUR






US Representative







