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Rate Design Workshop

A workshop will be held at the PUCO
offices on Wednesday, Sept. 17, at 2:00
p.m. to discuss the topic of “feebates”
used in conjunction with a straight fixed
variable rate design. David Magnus Boon-
in of the National Regulatory Research
Institute will provide a summary of his pa-
per entitled “A Rate Design to Encourage
Energy Efficiency and Reduce Revenue
Requirements.” The workshop is open to
the public. Visit www.PUCO.ohio.gov for
more information.
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PUCO drafts rules to implement Ohio’s new electricity law

This summer, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) issued for
public comment three sets of staff-proposed rules to implement Senate Bill
221, Ohio’s new electricity law. The staff-proposed rules serve as a starting
point for discussion among interested stakeholders. The PUCO commissioners
will adopt final rules over the course of the next several months.

e Draft rules issued July 2 - Requirements and procedures for Ohio’s
electric utilities to submit electric security plans and market rate options,
file corporate separation plans, and describe special economic develop-
ment arrangements.

» Draft rules issued July 23 — New and revised requirements for electric
line extensions, government aggregation programs, net metering, inter-
connection, and environmental disclosure.

e Draft rules issued August 20 — Requirements for alternative energy
portfolio, energy efficiency programs, renewable energy credits, long-
term forecast and greenhouse gas reporting, and carbon dioxide control
planning.

SB 221 was signed into law by Gov. Ted Strickland on May 1, 2008. The
new law incorporates a system under which rates would be set by the PUCO
and outlines a path
for electric utilities
to implement
market-based
pricing. SB 221
also created Ohio’s
alternative energy
portfolio standard,
requiring that by
2025, at least 25
percent of electricity
sold by Ohio’s
electric utilities or
electric services
companies must be
generated from alter-
native energy sources.

Copies of the draft rules, and a timeline detailing the rulemaking process,
are available at www.PUCO.ohio.gov. Click on the link to “Energy, Jobs &
Progress: Implementing Senate Bill 221.” «
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On the effective date of SB 221, three of Ohio’s electric

utilities submitted proposals for how to price electricity
beginning in 2009. American Electric Power, Duke Energy
Ohio, and FirstEnergy filed their electric security plan
(ESP) applications on July 31. FirstEnergy also filed a
market rate option application.

SB 221 requires each electric utility that is regulated
by the PUCO to submit an ESP. The goal of the ESP is to
maintain price stability, continue to ensure an adequate
supply of electricity, improve the electric distribution
system, and promote economic development, energy
efficiency, and conservation.

The PUCO has until the end of the year to approve
or deny the companies’ ESP applications. Local public
hearings have been scheduled for the dates and locations
listed below to provide consumers with an opportunity to
voice their opinions.

For more information about the companies’ ESP appli-
cations, visit the PUCO Web site at www.PUCO.ohio.gov. ¢

PUCO Local Public Hearing Schedule
FirstEnergy ESP Case

Springfield, Wednesday, Sept. 24, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Springfield City Hall, 26 South Phelps Street

Cleveland, Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008 at 12:00 p.m.
Cleveland City Hall, 601 Lakeside Avenue

Cleveland Heights, Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Monticello Middle School, 3665 Monticello Blvd.

Sandusky, Wednesday, Oct. 1, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Perkins High School Auditorium, 3714 Campbell Street

Toledo, Thursday, Oct. 2, 2008 at 12:30 p.m.
Michael V. Disalle Government Center, 640 Jackson Street

Maumee, Thursday, Oct. 2, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Gateway Middle School, 900 Gibbs Street

Akron, Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Firestone High School, 33 Rampart Avenue

Austintown (Youngstown), Tuesday, Oct. 14, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Austintown Middle School, 800 South Raccoon Road

Geneva, Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
Geneva High School, 1301 South Ridge Road East

American Electric Power ESP Case

Hearings to be announced

Duke Energy Ohio ESP Case

Hearings to be announced
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Roadcheck 2008

Hazardous materials travel through municipal areas
in Ohio each day, often via commercial motor vehicles
that pick up shipments from rail yards. Because these
shipments are driven on city roadways rather than on
highways, their transport sometimes goes unchecked.
Recent efforts by PUCO hazardous materials inspectors
are helping to ensure that hazardous materials traveling
through municipal areas meet the required state and federal
transportation safety regulations.

For three days
in June, 15 PUCO
inspectors worked
across Ohio to conduct
comprehensive inspec-
tions on vehicles,
drivers, and cargo
while participating
in Roadcheck 2008.
Roadcheck is an annual
international transpor-
tation safety and security
event sponsored by the
Commercial Vehicle
Safety Alliance.

PUCO inspectors
conducted a total of 99
inspections during the three-day Roadcheck event. During
the inspections, the inspectors found 147 safety violations
and 32 hazardous materials violations and placed
29 percent of the vehicles out-of-service. Thanks
to the diligence of PUCO hazardous materials
inspectors, these motor carriers were taken off
of Ohio roadways until the appropriate safety
measures were taken.

While PUCO motor carrier safety inspectors
work every day to keep Ohio highways safe,
Roadcheck highlights the combined efforts of
law enforcement and the transportation industry
to promote highway safety. The event has been
held each year since 1988 in the United States,
Canada and Mexico. For more information about
the PUCO hazardous materials safety program,
visit the motor carrier section of
www.PUCO.ohio.gov. e

Hazmat grants

The PUCO recently awarded five hazardous materials
training grants totaling $107,410 to local government
agencies and educational institutions in central and
southwest Ohio. The grants will be used to train public
safety and emergency services personnel in the proper
techniques for managing hazardous materials transportation
and spills.

e Columbus State Community College
The college will receive $54,450 to fund 10 hazard-
ous materials courses for 250 emergency responders
in the surrounding area.

e Beavercreek Township Fire Department
The fire department will receive $27,120 to fund 16
hazardous materials training courses for its person-
nel.

* Northwest Area Strike Team
The strike team, comprised of seven area fire depart-
ments, will receive $10,800 to help fund a hazard-
ous materials monitoring course for 450 fire service
personnel.

e Franklin County Emergency Management
The county will receive $8,040 to provide funding
for hazardous materials refresher workshops for 75
emergency responders in the area.

e Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
The agency will receive $7,000 to help fund a
Hazmat 1Q course for 30 emergency responders,
criminal investigators, and haz-
ardous waste inspectors.

The PUCO awards
hazardous materials planning
and training grants to local
government subdivisions,
educational institutions, and
state agencies in Ohio. Money
for these grants comes from
fines paid by hazardous material
carriers and shippers. Individual
grants are based upon appli-
cations to the PUCO and are
awarded on a reimbursement
basis. ¢

You can receive the latest issue of the Monitor newsletter by e-mail. To sign up, send an e-mail to listserv@lists.puc.state.
oh.us with a blank subject line and the following in the body of the message: subscribe pucomonitor yourfirstname yourlastname.

The PUCO recently held local public hearings across
the state to give Dominion East Ohio, \ectren Energy
Delivery of Ohio and Ohio American Water customers the
opportunity to provide comments on the pending rate appli-
cations filed by each of the companies.

Dominion East Ohio

In August 2007, Dominion
East Ohio filed an application
to increase the rates it charges
to deliver natural gas to
customers. Parties to the case,
including Dominion, PUCO
Staff and the Ohio Consumers’
Counsel, filed an agreement
with the PUCO on Aug. 22
that settles most of the issues
of the case, except for rate
design proposed by PUCO
Staff. PUCO Staff recom-
mended a new residential
distribution rate structure
under which customers would
be charged nearly all of the
distribution costs that do not
change with natural gas usage in a flat monthly fee, and the
usage-based part of the distribution rate would be lower.
The Commission is not bound by the agreement and will
rule on the case later this year.

Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio

In September 2007, Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio
filed an application to increase the rates it charges to deliver
natural gas to customers. After considering the testimony
from the public hearings and all other evidence presented,
the PUCO commissioners will issue an opinion and order
later this year explaining the rates that Vectren may charge
and any additional requirements the company must meet.

Ohio American Water

In November 2007, Ohio American Water filed an
application to increase its rates for water and wastewater
service. The PUCO Staff, Ohio American, the Ohio
Consumers’ Counsel, and the city of Marion filed an
agreement on Sept. 4 that settles the key issues in the case,
including rates the company may charge and any additional
requirements the company must meet. The Commission is
not bound by the agreement and will rule on the case later
this year. o
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IN FOCuUS

A spotlight on the latest news affecting Ohio utility consumers.

Keeping PACE with Winter Heating Bills

Now is the time to prepare

While you may still be enjoying the warmth of the
remaining weeks of summer, now is the perfect time to
begin planning for the winter heating season. Over the fall
and winter months, the PUCO will be providing infor-
mation to help you “Keep PACE with Winter Heating
Bills.” By following the four aspects of PACE — Prepa-
ration, Assistance, Choice, and Energy Conservation — you
can keep your heating bills more manageable throughout
the winter heating season.

Here are some tips to help you prepare for this winter
heating season:

Make energy efficiency improvements

There are several quick and easy home improvements
you can do to ensure your home is heated efficiently.

e Invest in a programmable thermostat. These ther-
mostats, available at any home improvement store,
allow you to program the thermostat to turn down
while you are not home during the day or sleeping at
night.

e Have your heating system tuned-up by a profes-
sional. Keep all heat registers and air ducts clear of
obstructions. You should also change your furnace
filter monthly.

e Make sure there is adequate insulation in your at-
tic, walls, basement, crawl spaces, and floors. You
should also make sure the accesses to your attic are
insulated and weather-stripped.

e Seal drafty windows with a plastic window sealant
kit, and use caulking or weather stripping to fill in
any cracks around windows or doors.

e If you are shopping for new home appliances, look
for ones that are ENERGY STAR® approved.

Enroll in a budget billing program

Fluctuating energy prices can cause natural gas bills
to vary dramatically from month to month. Budget billing
programs are a good way to help manage winter heating
bills. These programs, offered by Ohio’s natural gas and
electric utilities, spread out the cost of energy usage over
a 12-month period. This means that instead of facing
higher natural gas bills during the winter, your usage is
spread out into more manageable and even bills over the
course of the year.

Contact your natural gas or electric utility company
to sign up for the budget billing program. Each utility
company may have different budget periods and budget
plans available, so be sure to ask when the budget period
begins and when adjustments to your budget amount can
be made.

Get additional winter heating tips

As colder temperatures begin to approach, the PUCO
will continue to offer helpful information about ways to save
on home heating bills. Visit www.winterheat.ohio.gov or
contact the PUCO Call Center at (800) 686-PUCO (7826).

=

[sET__ ] [seT | oy

SATURDAY » — ., SUNDAY RESET r

PROGRAM *, PROGRAM 5 EAN HEAT |

\ autd |
fser | \ ) soad
WEEKDAY - |- R HOLD o8 cooL
PROGRAM /
seT AUy

DAY/TIME NEXT

Programmable thermostats like the one shown above
allow you to program the thermostat to turn down while
you are not home during the day or sleeping at night.
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