
The State of Ohio 9-1-1 Council
Approved Minutes-March 15, 2012
Membership Present

Monte Diegel (Mercer County), Sue Drombetta (AT&T Ohio), Chairperson Lynne Feller (Wayne County, Chairperson), Yvonne Lesicko (Cincinnati Bell Wireless), Laura Merritt (Verizon Wireless), Robert Peebles (AT&T Mobility), Nancy Serafino (CenturyLink) 
Chairperson Feller called the meeting to order at 1:38 PM.  Roll call was taken and a quorum was reached.  

Approval of the January 12, 2012 Council Meeting Minutes
Minutes of the January 12, 2012 Council meeting were approved with a minor edit. 
Status of Wireless 9-1-1 Sunset/Legislative Efforts
Chairperson Feller asked Monte Diegel to discuss the meetings that he has attended regarding legislation. Mr. Diegel explained that several organizations have met recently and Mack Davis of the Buckeye State Sheriff’s Association has been outspoken about the future of the funding. Mr. Diegel expressed his concern over the need to find common ground and say the same things. According to Mr. Diegel, a white paper is being drafted with Q&A’s and talking points.  A draft of the white paper is due by March 12 with comments due by March 16. The final draft is due by March 23 with the completed white paper scheduled for presentation at the State Fire Chief’s Legislative Symposium on March 28. The white paper will focus on sunset opinions, the use of funding on personnel and the impact doing so, and the implementation of NG911. The next meeting is scheduled for May 9.
Chairperson Feller made some observations regarding the white paper. She stated that it took some effort to come to an understanding for the focus of the white paper, but it was accomplished. She reminded the council that outreach is best handled one on one with legislators and to keep the media frenzy down. She went on to explain that Illinois has a packet of legislative information prepared and although they are set up differently than Ohio, they recognize the need to bring everything together.

Chairperson Feller went on to explain that conversations have been held with other groups to assist with coming up with a good argument. The $.28 surcharge should be kept, but we need to be able to say why and we need to be able to present a complete picture. Chairperson Feller noted that the CCAO has been a tremendous asset, and has been very supportive, especially in reaching out to other agencies. Larry Flowers has been a big help and a very strong supporter.

Sue Drombetta inquired as to whether there had been any feedback on the legislative report that was sent out last November. Chairperson Feller responded that it had been distributed but she had not received any feedback directly. She did point out, however, that Marianne Townsend had spoken with Representative John Adams. Ms. Townsend was unable to attend this meeting, but Jason Well, Section Chief in the Telecommunications Division attended on her behalf. Mr. Well explained that Ms. Townsend spoke with Representative Adams, at his request, and ultimately the meeting was positive, but she did not know what support he would offer.
Chairperson Feller next discussed Symposium Day. She stated that the Fire Chiefs had scheduled meetings with local legislators and would be discussing the white paper. Mr. Well offered that this is good to know as the Commission may receive inquiries regarding this.
Chairperson Feller inquired as to what members were hearing within their organizations about legislative issues. Yvonne Lesicko inquired about the Point of Sale/Pre-paid legislation. She asked when/how it would happen and that she believed that The Department of Development had requested that this not be enacted until the sunset issue is resolved. There was hope that it would all be done together, but HB 360 was issued as a stand alone bill that likely will not be enacted until after the first of the year and the sunset has passed.

Ms. Drombetta stated that she had not heard anything, but would inquire further.
Ms. Meritt referred back to the last meeting and wanted to know if we know anything more about Mr. Long’s recommendation (Mr. Long had suggested that the Council seek a one-year extension on the sunset of the wireless 9-1-1 fund and request authority for wireless 9-1-1 funds to finance a study of what will be needed for Ohio to implement NG911.) and if there was an end result. She also had questions about a state plan group, which isn’t really together anymore, and suggested that it would be good to get a state plan started and financed.

Ms. Drombetta pointed out that this was recommended in the legislative report. Ms. Merritt began a discussion about the use of a consultant. Chairperson Feller responded to this by pointing out that we tried to see if we could use funds for a study or to hire a consultant, but was informed that statutorily, we do not have that ability. Ideally, the sunset needs to be removed. A group should be formed to plan how to proceed. as part of this process, a plan would need to be developed with a “true-up” of the $.28 surcharge. The group would need to have the authority to hire a consultant and set the fund. It would not be ideal to have a year extension on the sunset with an outcome that says no to funding next generation. Chairperson Feller further explained that currently no funds exist for a study or to hire a consultant. Legislative approval would need to be requested for the study. None of the board members have time to do a study on their own due to their full time commitments. At least a year extension is needed on the sunset, but ideally, the sunset would be removed. With the latest Federal legislation and the language in current bills, there is another starting point for discussions. 
Next, a discussion was held about the possible hiring and use of a consultant for a study. Mr. Peebles and Ms. Merritt were supportive of using consultants.
Ms. Merritt inquired if a study had been discussed before. She recalled recommending a consultant for a study at a previous meeting.

Chairperson Feller responded that the first step is getting the assessment and the funding. A statewide technology assessment that includes where people are and what they are using is needed. She emphasized that a consultant cannot be hired until funding is available.

From the audience, Jay Sommerville offered comments on the use of a consultant to do a study. Mr. Sommerville indicated that he doesn’t have an issue with hiring a consultant, but a plan moving to next gen is needed more than a study. He further asserted that there is a need for a coordinator that can oversee the implementation and make sure it is funded, implemented, and works seamlessly. Finally, Mr. Sommerville stated that there is a need for collaboration as well as a call to do more with less. Accordingly, Mr. Sommerville recommended against conducting a study instead focusing efforts on eliminating, rather than extending, the sunset.

Miscellaneous
Chairperson Feller stated that a while paper is being drafted and as soon as it is complete, it will be distributed. She also stated that the OTA is continuing to inquire about their nominees for council seats.
Next Meeting
The next Council meeting was scheduled for Thursday, May 24, 2012 at 1:30 pm.
Closing and Adjournment
The Ohio 9-1-1 Council meeting of January 12, 2012 was adjourned at 2:50 pm.
