
The State of Ohio 9-1-1 Council

Meeting Minutes – December 11, 2008
Membership Present

Lynne Feller, Douglas Goergen, Richard Hager, William Hinkle, Kathy Hobbs, John Honabarger, Yvonne Lesicko, Nancy Serafino, Shawn Smith

Chairman William Hinkle called to order the December 11, 2008 meeting of the State of Ohio 9‑1‑1 Council at 1:15 p.m.  Roll call was taken by the council secretary and Chairman Hinkle declared a quorum was present.
Approval of the April 14, 2008 Workshop Minutes

Chairman Hinkle asked the 9-1-1 Council Members if they had any objections, corrections, or additions regarding the minutes of the Ohio 9-1-1 Council Workshop held on April 14, 2008.  None were offered.  A motion to approve the minutes was made and seconded.  A vote was taken and the motion to approve the minutes of the April 14, 2008 Workshop was carried unanimously.
State 9-1-1 Coordinator’s Activity Report
· Eighty-seven counties have been approved for funding.  Meigs County is the only county remaining.  There are now fifty-six counties providing Phase II service and another nine providing Phase I.  Since the March Council meeting, twelve additional counties have been approved and sixteen more have completed Phase II service.  In addition, Columbiana County is now providing Wireline Enhanced 9-1-1.
· In July, Hamilton County Communications and Intrado filed a joint petition requesting a waiver of the Commission’s requirement that all PSAPs in a given county be served by the same Competitive Emergency Services Telecommunications Carrier (CESTC) and also, for a clarification of transferability between PSAPs within a county.  The Commission granted Intrado’s waiver for the limited testing described in their filing and determined that Intrado is required to provide transferability between PSAPs within the same county.  Finally, before the company is permitted to conduct its test, the Hamilton County 9-1-1 Plan must be amended to define the scope of the testing and to reflect that Intrado is permitted to participate in the trial.
· Letters were sent in October to each of the wireless carriers operating in the state of Ohio to remind them of the December 31st, 2008 Sunset Provision.  The letter also advised them of House Bill 550 and that if passed, the wireless surcharge would continue but if not passed, the surcharge must be removed from their customers’ bills. 
· All agencies and boards have been contacted as to the current and upcoming vacant seats on the Ohio 9-1-1 Council and Wireless 9-1-1 Advisory Board.  There is one seat on the 9-1-1 Council currently vacant which is the seat representative of administrators of 9-1-1 service (NENA) and three more seats are expiring January 31, 2009 (William Hinkle, John Honabarger, and Nancy Serafino).  On the Wireless 9-1-1 Advisory Board, Charles Kemerer’s seat is expiring January 31, 2009 and two more seats are still vacant (a non-council representative for the public safety communication officials (APCO) and a non-council representative of municipal and county governments (CCAO)).  
NEW BUSINESS

Presentation by Larry Richie
· Chairman Hinkle introduced Larry Richie to the Council.  Mr. Richie approached the podium and presented to the Council regarding the death of his daughter and her boyfriend in Sylvania Township, Lucas County on December 9, 2007.  
· He brought a copy of Michigan’s Minimum Training Standards and pointed out that their standards require follow up. It is Mr. Richie’s opinion that Ohio’s 9-1-1 protocol should be amended and their training standards improved to reflect that of Michigan’s training standards where it is the 9-1-1 operator’s responsibility to coordinate, document, and to track.  He expressed that there should also be oversight and better communication between the agencies.
· Chairman Hinkle explained that language has been offered to the legislature regarding training standards.  Mr. Richie replied that the 9‑1‑1 Council should have the power to make changes to operating and training standards.  Chairman Hinkle explained that we’ve attempted to make changes but there is language in the current bill involving the Department of Education that prevents us from going further.  Furthermore, it is up to each community to adopt and supervise their 9-1-1 centers.
· Chairman Hinkle affirmed to Mr. Richie that the 9-1-1 Council will make recommendations to the Legislature reflecting Mr. Richie’s proposals.  Chairman Hinkle further stated that Mr. Richie will be invited back to the council once the new revised minimum training standards have been adopted.
Discussion of Federal Grant Opportunity
· Chairman Hinkle asked Shawn Smith about the federal grant opportunity.  Shawn explained that the Enhanced 9-1-1 Act and the Net 9-1-1 Improvement Act has established grant funding for 9-1-1.  A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration has been released.  Comments were due back December 2nd and Shawn provided a copy of the comments from the National Emergency Number Association (NENA) and the National Association of State 9-1-1 Administrators (NASNA).
· 41.3 million dollars in grant funds have been made available.  Of this amount, Ohio has been allocated a minimum of 1.2 million.  A 50% grant match is required of the state (grant awards must be made by September 30, 2009 and applications are due 60 days after the rules are published in the Federal Register).  At least 90% of the grant funds must be used for the direct benefit of the PSAPs within the state.  Priority is to be given to communities without enhanced 9-1-1 capabilities.  The proposed rules require that only the states are permitted to apply for the grants.  A State Plan, a projected budget, a supplementary budget, the designation of a State 9-1-1 Coordinator, and a certification of compliance with the program requirements are necessary requisites for application.  The states must submit performance metrics, annual performance reports, and quarterly financial reports.  The total grant duration is three years.  The State Plan must include:

1. Coordination of the Application with Local Governments

2. Ensure that 90% of the Grant Funds be used for the Direct Benefit of the PSAPs

3. Give Priority to PSAPs without 9-1-1 Capability

4. Involve Integrated Telecommunication Services

5. Employ the Use of Technologies to Achieve Phase II Compliance or for Migration to an IP Enabled Network

· Chairman Hinkle speculated as to what parts of the matching 50% would support the functions of the State 9-1-1 Coordinator’s office.
· In order to take a more comprehensive look at funding, Chairman Hinkle would like to invite a representative from Kimball and Associates regarding Indiana’s State Plan and would like to invite Indiana’s State 9-1-1 Coordinator, Ken Lowden, as well.

· Yvonne Lesicko asked if providing a description of how the monies are presently being used would be sufficient to describe how we’ll be using the monies from the grant.  Shawn replied we’ll have to wait for the final rules to come out.  Yvonne asked which funds would need to be certified.  Shawn stated any and all funds (local, county, and state) would need to be certified.  
· Richard Hager asked how they came up with the state distribution figure.  Shawn answered they did it by 50% population and 50% road mileage with a floor (base amount) for the smaller states.
PENDING MATTERS

· The status on pending legislation House Bill 550 was brought up.  If House Bill 550 is not passed, Yvonne mentioned there may be a chance Senate Bill 129 might pick it up.  Chairman Hinkle stated that if the bill is passed in the House, it will then go to the Senate and he believes there will be a majority in favor of passing it.  He reminded everyone that the last bill came down to the last hour on the last day of the last session.  It’s a matter of getting it on the floor in time enough.
ACTION ITEM

· The final version of the NPRM from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration will be provided to the Council once it is released.
· An invitation will be made to Indiana’s 9‑1‑1 Coordinator, Ken Lowden and to Kimball and Associates for attendance at the next 9-1-1 Session regarding the State Plan for the Federal E9-1-1 Grant.
SCHEDULE NEXT COUNCIL SESSION
Chairman Hinkle inquired as to the next session of the 9-1-1 Council.  Shawn indicated coordinating dates will be obtained for the availability of Ken Lowden and a representative from Kimball and Associates.  Thereafter, the dates will be synchronized with members of the council and a new date will be scheduled for the next meeting.
CLOSING AND ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Hinkle requested a motion to adjourn.  The motion was offered and seconded and carried unanimously.  The December 11, 2008 meeting of the Ohio 9-1-1 Council was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
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