The State of Ohio 9-1-1 Council
Meeting Minutes – August 28, 2006
Membership Present

Dean Bolton, Ken Borror, Doug Goergen, Richard Hager, William Hinkle, John Honabarger, Jouett Kinney Brenzel, Serena Range, Nancy Serafino, Shawn Smith
Jouett Kinney Brenzel appeared in place of Yvonne Lesicko.
Viewing the meeting were Mike King and Lynne Feller from the 9-1-1 Advisory Board.
Chairman William Hinkle called to order the August 28, 2006 meeting of the State of Ohio 9-1-1 Council at 10:30 a.m.  Roll call was taken and Chairman Hinkle declared a quorum was present.

Approval of the June 26, 2006 Minutes

Chairman Hinkle asked if any of the members had any corrections or additions to the minutes of the 9-1-1 Council Meeting held on June 26, 2006.  No objections were offered.  Chairman Hinkle requested a motion to approve the minutes.  A motion was offered and seconded and the minutes of the June 26, 2006 Council meeting were approved unanimously.
State 9-1-1 Coordinator’s Activity Report
Shawn Smith reported on the status of the Wireless 9-1-1 Government Assistance Fund.  As of July 31, 2006 there was $2 million escrowed in the Wireless 9-1-1 Government Assistance Fund.  A $5.7 million balance remains invested into the Star Ohio Account.  During July, this investment earned $33,156.23.  Forty-three counties have now applied and been approved to receive disbursements from the fund.  Since November $12,292,033.69 has been paid out to these counties.  A breakdown of the disbursements was presented to the Council in the Allocation/Disbursement Report.
Mr. Smith continued with his report informing the Council that the Administrative Rules have been drafted and initial comments have been filed.  The deadline for reply comments has been extended to September 15, 2006.

With respect to the General Assembly Report Survey, thirty-one (31) counties have returned their surveys and the data is being reviewed.  The deadline for handing the surveys in is August 31st. Extensions will be granted according to special circumstances.
Also, the Personnel Cost Form is now on the website.  Effective August 1, 2006 a county may apply for personnel costs if Phase II has been fully implemented and after technical costs have been paid pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 4931.65 (A) (1) (2).  Certification under ORC 4931.65 (B) is required.
A vacancy on both the Wireless 9-1-1 Advisory Board and Ohio 9-1-1 Council still remains.  We are waiting to hear from the Ohio Telecom Association regarding nominees.  

Mr. Smith advised that he continues to explore the creation of a 9-1-1 database application.  Nancy Serafino has agreed to survey the ILECs for the type of data they would like to store.  
Mr. Smith concluded with a report on a conversation he had with Vonage.  The company is seeking a MOU with the County Commissioners Association to remit 9-1-1 fees.  Chairman Hinkle stated that he has spoken with the County Commissioners Association and they feel a legislative approach would be more appropriate.

Unfinished Business

Telecommunicator Training Requirements
Chairman Hinkle advised that the Ohio Association of Public Safety Communications Officials (APCO) and Ohio National Emergency Number Association (NENA) are continuing their development of training standards.  Lynne Feller says there’s a struggle with mandatory verses voluntary standards even though nothing less than mandatory is appropriate with a few exceptions.  Dean Bolton states that mandates are not easily accepted without full funding.  
Chairman Hinkle met with APCO.  A Telecommunications Standards Committee is reviewing the current standards which are no longer up to date and are not reflected in the Legislative Training Standards.  APCO and NENA should be asked to appear before the 9-1-1 Council at the next meeting for the purpose of modifying current standards to reflect the national standard.  Chairman Hinkle believes that APCO and NENA should take the lead on funding sources and for legislation with respect to funding.  Lynne Feller states that APCO and NENA are meeting in September and by the time our meeting is held in late October, they should be able to present some recommended standards for training at that time.  All 9‑1‑1 Council Members are in agreement in requesting a presentation from the group.
Chairman Hinkle states that in the interest of public safety we as a council can adopt and amend training standards and do not have to wait for legislation in this regard.
Shawn Smith comments on the Board of Education who, according to 4742.02, should be included in developing training standards. 
The Council looks forward to a formal presentation at our next meeting by APCO and perhaps some representation by NENA regarding their proposed training requirements.  The funding portion of this issue will be removed from the agenda to be pursued by outside parties, as the council has agreed not to pursue legislative issues.
VoIP Funding
Chairman Hinkle asks Mr. Smith if he was able to find information regarding the Missouri VoIP funding model. Mr. Smith states he was unable to locate it.  Chairman Hinkle states the House Bill will need to be amended to include non traditional carriers and that this matter will have to go through the legislative process.  This issue will be removed from the agenda to be pursued by outside parties, as the council has agreed not to pursue legislative issues.
Location Technology Accuracy and Testing
Mr. Smith states that there is no new action from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  This issue is on hold pending decision by the FCC.

PBX Legislation
Chairman Hinkle inquires of Ken Borror on the matter of PBX Legislation.  Mr. Borror states the problem is big enough now to stand alone as its own bill.  He also adds that the County Commissioners Association supports the need for legislation as well.  This issue will be removed from the agenda to be pursued by outside parties, as the council has agreed not to pursue legislative issues.
Development of Statewide Wireless 9-1-1 Implementation Plan
Chairman Hinkle stresses the importance of a statewide implementation plan which is particularly important in obtaining future federal funding.  As agreed upon by the Council at the meeting held on June 26, 2006 this matter will be placed on the agenda once all responses from the statewide survey have been reviewed.  The issue is tabled.

New Business
Chairman Hinkle states the 9-1-1 Council Meetings should be held for specific actions and future endeavors will be made to that end.  He then asks the council members for any new business. 

No new business was offered.
Matters of Discussion

· Richard Hager asks how Phase II implementation is defined.  Mr. Smith states it’s when the last carrier has tested out and will not be tying the counties down with mapping issues.
· Chairman Hinkle inquires of Mr. Smith about the guidance provided to counties in the wireless enhanced 9-1-1 implementation process.  Mr. Smith states he has recently visited Clinton County and has personally guided them in their attempts.  Mr. Smith further states that though requests have slowed down, he’ll be holding a meeting this spring for those counties which have not been approved for funding.  The following spring he will hold another meeting for the remaining counties that have still not been approved.  Mike King states his county has offered peer support to a number of other counties and Nancy Serafino from Sprint has given guidance as well.  Lynne Feller adds that the conference which will be held the end of March will offer a track on wireless implementation for counties just starting out.
· Richard Hager asked about the CPE software question on the statewide survey.  Shawn Smith states that he is looking for the specific types of software being used.
· Nancy Serafino brings up the subject of equipment guidelines, i.e., trunking.  Some PSAPs are concerned about bottle necking problems with their wire line calls and feel there may be a need for separate trunks.  If the PSAPs in her territory decide on separate trunks, they’ll need to upgrade their software equipment.  She inquired as to whether the funding should be prorated for this.  Mike King responds by stating that the Advisory Board is in the process of working out these matters in the development of their guidelines.

· Nancy Serafino asks about duplicative wire line questions on the survey and Mr. Smith explains a comparison between wire line and wireless is needed.

· Ken Borror asks Shawn about any issues being reported with wireless carriers requesting an extension for Phase I and Phase II implementation.  Shawn explains that some counties have advised of carriers requesting extensions; but, as a whole, there have been no large scale issues identified.  Any county wishing to pursue a complaint against a carrier for delayed implementation would have to seek assistance with the FCC.  
Action Items

1.
Shawn Smith will invite APCO, NENA and the Department of Education to the next 9-1-1 Council Meeting to be held the end of October for the purpose of a presentation and discussion on telecommunicator training standards.
3.
Mr. Smith will continue to pursue a Statewide Implementation Plan.

4.
Periodic checks will be made of the FCC regarding developments on Location Technology Accuracy and Testing.

Schedule Next Council Session

Chairman Hinkle asked Shawn Smith to schedule the next Council meeting for late October.
Closing and Adjournment

Chairman Hinkle requested a motion to adjourn the 9-1-1 Council Meeting.  The motion was offered and seconded.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.  
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