
The State of Ohio 9-1-1 Council

Meeting Minutes – March 10, 2008
Membership Present

Dave Ford, Richard Hager, William Hinkle, John Honabarger, Yvonne Lesicko, Nancy Serafino, Shawn Smith

Chairman William Hinkle called to order the March 10, 2008 meeting of the State of Ohio 9-1-1 Council at 1:00 p.m.  Roll call was then taken by the council secretary.
Selection of Chairman to the Ohio 9-1-1 Council for 2008

Chairman Hinkle asked for a motion to select a Chairman to the Ohio 9-1-1 Council.  Dave Ford made a motion to select William Hinkle to another term.  The motion was seconded by Richard Hager.  A vote was taken and the motion carried unanimously.

Approval of the December 6, 2007 Workshop Minutes

Chairman Hinkle asked the 9-1-1 Council Members if they had any objections, corrections, or additions regarding the minutes of the Ohio 9-1-1 Council Workshop held on December 6, 2007.  None were offered.  A motion was then made and seconded to approve the minutes.  A vote was taken and the motion to approve the minutes from the December 6, 2007 Workshop carried unanimously.
State 9-1-1 Coordinator’s Activity Report
· Shawn Smith advised the Council that seventy-five counties have now applied and been approved to receive disbursements from the fund.  Forty counties are providing Phase II wireless E9-1-1 with another 10 providing Phase I.  As of February there was $5.9 million escrowed for the counties who have not yet been approved.  Interest earned during February totaled $12,454.85.
· Kimball and Associates continue to work on the model statewide 9-1-1 plan for the National Association of State 9-1-1 Administrators’ submission to the U.S. Department of Transportation.  Kimball and Associates have met with the leadership of both the National Emergency Number Association and the Association of Public Safety Communications Officials to gather input on the matter.
· On February 5, 2008 the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio created the Competitive Emergency Services Telecommunication Carrier designation.  Rehearing filings were submitted by the Ohio Telecom Association, AT&T, and Cincinnati Bell.  
NEW BUSINESS

Trumbull County Presentation
· James Luonuansuu, Dispatcher for the Lordstown Village Police Department in Trumbull County, presented to the Ohio 9‑1‑1 Council on behalf of the independent PSAPs in Trumbull County.  Mr. Luonuansuu began addressing the 9-1-1 Council by first introducing Chief Brent Milhoan of the Lordstown Village Police Department, Chief Bruce Simeone from the Niles City Police Department, and Chief Martin Kanetsky from the Hubbard City Police Department who were in attendance as supportive observers.
· Mr. Luonuansuu appeared before the Council in hopes to solicit advice or to obtain direction on how to proceed in removing road blocks they believe have been placed before them.  Differences between various parties are preventing the implementation of a wireless E9-1-1 plan and from having the surcharge monies released from escrow before the sunset deadline of December 31, 2008.  Basically, disputes exist in how monies should be divided between the independent PSAPs and the Trumbull County 9-1-1 Call Center. Mr. Luonuansuu believes that the County Commissioners and the 9-1-1 Coordinator want to close the independent PSAPs and have them merged into the 9-1-1 Call Center.  The independent PSAPs are not opposed to consolidation but they want to make sure it’s done fairly and with the understanding that a regional center would have to be built from the ground up. There also remains an expiration issue with the current countywide plan and the independent PSAP plan.  In addition, it appears the county believes a review board is not necessary to amend the countywide plan.
· Mr. Luonuansuu provided the 9-1-1 Council with documents numbered A through G to support the position of the independent PSAPs.  A current final plan along with a proposed revised plan for the independent PSAPs were also provided.
· Mr. Luonuansuu asked the Council if it’s possible to take the issues up with the Attorney General’s office.  They are concerned with the length of time in the litigation process as it may take them past the December 31st, 2008 deadline.
· Chairman Hinkle asked if the Trumbull County Board of Commissioners have taken any steps to change the current plan dated June 1, 2004 through May 31, 2007.  Mr. Luonuansuu replied that they haven’t. Chairman Hinkle explained that in representation of public safety, there is no intent to leave the deadline in place and that an extension of the December 31st deadline is being actively recommended.  He further explained that because of the complexity of the situation, he suggested Mr. Luonuansuu submit a list of questions to the State 9-1-1 Coordinator which will assist the Ohio 9-1-1 Council to address each issue and to release a statement.
· Shawn Smith made an inquiry at this point regarding legal representation.  Mr. Luonuansuu answered that the Trumbull County Commissioners and the 9-1-1 Coordinator have been represented by the County Prosecutor but the independent PSAPs do not have representation.
· Jim Luonuansuu then expressed concern over antiquated equipment incapable of handling wireless 9-1-1 calls.  

· Chairman Hinkle asked if a tariff is being paid to the Local Exchange Carrier.  Nancy Serafino replied that as of yet, no tariff is being paid. Chairman Hinkle pointed out that once they’ve obtained proper equipment, they’ll also have the additional burden of paying the tariff.
· Shawn Smith then suggested the possibility of mediation.  He further explained there are programs, such as the one Capital University offers, that may be able to assist in this matter.  Mr. Luonuansuu is not opposed to mediation as he believes it might reach toward a speedy resolution.
· Chairman Hinkle stated that the Ohio 9-1-1 Council can offer opinions to help support the goal of Phase II deployment.  He continued stating that all Ohioans should have the comfort of being able to dial 9-1-1 and to receive capable service.  It would be to that level that the 9-1-1 Council would urge Mr. Luonuansuu to submit their list of questions and the Council will do all that it can to distribute the dollar amount in escrow.
· Chairman Hinkle then asked the council members if they had any questions.  Richard Hager asked for a definitive description of independent PSAPs.  Jim Luonuansuu answered that independent PSAPs run independently with no county funding.  Mr. Hager asked if the Trumbull County 9-1-1 Center is the only PSAP that does not run independently.  Mr. Luonuansuu replied that it was.

· Chairman Hinkle thanked Mr. Luonuansuu and reassured him that the council will give assistance in anyway they can.
AVL/MDT Demonstration by Ron Cramer of Digital Data Technologies, Inc.
· Ron Cramer of Digital Data Technologies, Inc. (DDTI) appeared before the 9-1-1 Council to demonstrate the technology available with reference to Automatic Vehicle Location and Mobile Data Technology.  He began by first showing diagrams of what happens in a PSAP environment and then showed what happens in the mobile environment.  On the mobile side the coordinates can be added to the screen and the location will be zoomed in right away.  When a call comes in to the PSAP, a simple right click sends the information to the correct unit and the directions to the location also shows up right away.  Essentially, this is mapping in a mobile environment to find a location.
· Chairman Hinkle asked if a mobile data computer (MDC) is used and if the information is radio relayed.  Mr. Cramer replied yes to both.  He added that if the software is on the MDC, it helps the information to be distributed through radio relay.  Yvonne Lesicko inquired as to which counties or PSAPs are presently using their mapping system.  Mr. Cramer replied that Franklin County, Union County, Muskingum County, Delaware County, Huron County, Hilliard City and Columbus Airport are some of the ones currently using it.  Nancy Serafino inquired as to any other states using the system.  Mr. Cramer answered that there are twelve other states using it.
· Bo Keck, 9-1-1 Coordinator from Muskingum County, was present in the audience and spoke in support of DDTI.  He stated it has been a life saver.  He gave an example of a suicide victim that wouldn’t give his location but because of DDTI’s technology, the victim was found.  Lieutenant Cindy McCreary from the Union County Sheriff’s Office also spoke, backing up service enhancement and efficiency offered by this system.
· Chairman Hinkle inquired of Shawn as to the use of monies for MDC connectivity.  Shawn replied that the statute provides for the use of monies to be spent on the PSAP side and does not currently provide for the dispatch/response side.
NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED
· Chairman Hinkle introduced recently published documents which help to explain technology impacts on 9-1-1 in the State of Ohio.  They are as follows:

1.
Two reports from the U.S. Department of Transportation Research and



Innovative Technology Administration



a)
Next Generation 9-1-1 System Initiative dated April 6, 2007



b)
Executive Summary: Preliminary Analysis of Costs, Value, and Risk




dated February 12, 2008



www.its.dot.gov/ng911/ng911_pubs.htm

2.
February 4, 2008 Report to Congress from the Joint Advisory Committee on 


Communications Capabilities of Emergency Medical and


Public Health Care Facilities



http://energycommerce.house.gov/Press_110/JAC.Report_FINAL%20Jan.3.2008.pdf

3.
2008 Study on the Health of the U.S. 9-1-1 System from the 9-1-1 Industry Alliance



www.911alliance.org
PENDING MATTERS

· The Ohio 9-1-1 Council is waiting on the appointments of three council members.
· A draft bill is pending before the Legislature that would extend wireless funding a few more years. Yvonne Lesicko asked if the bill would assist Trumbull County’s current situation and both Chairman Hinkle and Shawn Smith indicated that it would.
ACTION ITEM
· Upon receipt of Trumbull County’s questions to the State 9-1-1 Coordinator which Jim Luonuansuu was asked to submit, Shawn Smith will circulate said questions to all council members for their review and input.
SCHEDULE NEXT COUNCIL SESSION
Chairman Hinkle looks forward to more discussion at the next 9-1-1 Council meeting on Ohio’s position to migrate toward new technology.  The next session of the 9-1-1 Council will be announced as matters discussed are developed according to usual procedure.
CLOSING AND ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Hinkle requested a motion to adjourn.  The motion was offered and seconded and carried unanimously.  The March 10th, 2008 meeting of the Ohio 9-1-1 Council was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.
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