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Chapter V
Standard Filing Requirements
Abbreviated Filing
Gas Utilities
2,000 or less customers

Telephone Utilities
2,000 or less access lines

Waterworks Utilities
2,500 or less customers

Sewage Disposal System

Utilities

For the purpose of determining the size of the utility which may qualify for the abbreviated filing requirements each utility company shall include in its customer count all customers over which the public utilities commission of Ohio has jurisdiction without regard to the number of customers proposed to be affected by the application.

(A)
General Instructions

(1)
Purpose

The abbreviated standard filing requirements provide a simplified and less expensive procedure in applying to the commission for increases in rates and charges.

A utility under the jurisdiction of the public utilities commission of Ohio with customers or access lines within the limits stated, has the option of applying for rate adjustments by means of the compliance with the standard filing requirements for small utilities, outlined in Chapter IV of this appendix, or by following the procedure prescribed in this chapter.

This latter procedure is intended to minimize the necessity for formal hearings in most cases, to reduce filing requirements, and in many cases shorten the time period between the application and commission order.  This procedure assumes that the applicant has maintained adequate financial records pursuant to the "Uniform Systems of Accounts" prescribed by the commission for utility companies, and requires that the applicant has on file with the commission fully completed annual reports for most recent calendar year and at least the two prior years if the applicant has been in existence that long.

(2)
Case record

Unless a motion for a hearing is filed by the applicant and/or any intervening party, or objections to the "Staff Report of Investigation" are filed, the commission will make its decision on the basis of the information contained in the application, responses to commission staff data requests, annual reports for the most recent calendar year and the preceding two prior years, and the information and recommendations submitted in the "Staff Report of Investigation."

(B)
Instructions for Completing the Application

(1)
Filing application


The abbreviated application following these instructions shall be used by small utilities for the purpose of having the public utilities commission of Ohio review the reasonableness of existing utility rates.


To complete the application form follow the steps outlined below:

(a)
Insert the name of the utility requesting an increase in blank number 1.  The case number blank will be completed by the commission.

(b)
Insert the name of the utility requesting an increase in blank number 2.

(c)
List the type of utility business in which the utility requesting the increase is engaged in blank number 3.  For purposes of this form, utilities are classified as a natural gas company, a telephone company, a water works company or a sewage disposal system company.  It is possible for a utility to be engaged in more than one type of utility business.  For example, a small utility may be engaged in utility business as both a water works company and a sewage disposal system company.  Where a small utility is engaged in more than one type of utility business, all types of utility business should be listed in blank number 3.

(d)
Place the total number of customers which receive utility service from the small utility requesting an increase in blank number 4.

(e)
In blank number 5 place the municipality within which the small utility requesting the increase in rates provides utility service.  If the small utility requesting an increase in rates does not provide utility service within the political boundaries of a municipality, place the name of the county in which the utility renders service in blank number 5.

If the small utility requesting an increase in rates provides utility service within the political boundaries of a municipality, a notice of intent to file an application for increase in rates must be completed and filed with the commission and governmental representatives of the municipality thirty days before the application for an increase in rates may be filed.

(f)
In blank number 6, place the ending date for the twelve month period utilized to determine the gross annual revenues provided in blank number 7.

(g)
In blank number 7, place the dollar amount of the gross annual revenues for the twelve months ending on the date specified in blank number 6.

(h)
In blank number 8, place the dollar amount of total operating expenses for the twelve months ending on the date specified in blank number 6.

(i)
In blank number 9, place the ending date of the proposed test period which should be the same as the date placed in blank number 6.

(j)
In blank number 10, place the date as of which the utility proposes the rate base to be determined.  This date shall be the mid‑point of the proposed test period unless another date can be justified by the utility.

(k)
The president/vice president and the secretary/treasurer of the utility requesting an increase in rate should sign the application form at blank number 11 and provide the address and telephone number of the utility at which they can be reached during business hours.  The utility officials signing the application form must be authorized by the utility to take such action.  Verification of the signatures by a notary public should be provided on page 3 of 3 of the "Abbreviated Application" in this chapter.

(l)
Attach a copy of the utility's proposed rate schedules to the application form as Exhibit 1.

(m)
Attach a copy of the utility's current rate schedules to the application form as Exhibit 2.

(n)
Attach a copy of the utility's most recent annual report as Exhibit 3.

(o)
Attach a copy of the utility's most recent federal income tax return as Exhibit 4.

(2)
Assistance in preparing the application

Assistance in the preparation of the application and any supporting documents may be obtained by contacting the commission's utilities department, (614) 466-0405, or by arranging through its "Rate Case Manager" (same telephone number) an informal conference with an appropriate member of the commission staff.

The utility is required to fully cooperate with the commission's staff in providing all the necessary information to complete the application if the utility is unable to do so on its own.  The utility is also required to provide, to the best of its ability, information requested by the commission's staff in the course of its investigation of this application.
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