
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO

In the Matter of the Joint Request of the City )
of Orrville and the Orrville Railroad )
Heritage Society to Downgrade the South ) Case No. 97-267-RR-UNC
Main Street Grade Crossing in Orrville, Ohio.)

ENTRY

The Commission finds:

(1) By letter filed in this docket on March 7, 1997, the city of
Orrville and the Orrville Railroad Heritage Society (ORHS)
jointly petitioned this Commission for approval to down-
grade the warning devices currently in operation at the State
Route 57 (Main Street) grade crossing in Orrville.  The cross-
ing at issue is located on a spur track owned by the Wheeling
& Lake Erie Railway Company (W&LE) and leased to ORHS.

(2) In support of its petition, the city states that as a result of a
streetscape project being undertaken with the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT), the Main Street cross-
ing will be widened which would require the relocation
and/or replacement of the current warning devices.  As a re-
sult of this project, the city and ORHS request authorization to
replace the existing manually activated flashing light signals
with standard crossbucks.  ORHS maintains that it has neither
the funds nor the expertise to maintain a new flashing light
system.

(3) Currently, ORHS operates approximately 20 trains per year
over the crossing.  Upon approach to the Main Street crossing,
the train comes to a complete stop and a member of the train
crew will get off the train to manually activate the flashing
light signals by inserting a key into the control box.  At that
time, the railroad also flags the crossing on both sides of the
rail.  If this request is granted, the railroad agrees to continue
its practice of flagging the crossing in both directions before
bringing a train across the crossing.

(4) On April 10, 1997, the Commission staff filed a report of its
investigation of this matter.  Staff has verified all of the facts
submitted with the request and finds that granting the joint
request should not compromise safety at the crossing.
Further, staff has discussed the request with W&LE which has
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no plans to use the spur track and does not object to the re-
quest.  Staff, therefore, recommends that the request be
granted.

(5) The request of the city of Orrville and ORHS is reasonable and
should be granted.  We believe that granting this request will
not compromise the safety of either motor vehicles or pedes-
trians using the Main Street crossing and that the warning of
an approaching train will not be significantly different than
that currently in existence.  However, ORHS is directed to flag
the crossing in each direction before moving any trains across
the Main Street crossing as it has agreed to do in its request.
Further, ORHS shall notify the Commission of any proposed
significant increase in rail traffic through the crossing or of a
termination of its lease with W&LE at least 30 days in advance
of either situation, so that the Commission can review what
action, if any, should be taken to enhance safety at the crossing
as a result in an increase or other change in rail operations
through the Main Street crossing.

It is, therefore,

ORDERED, That the request of the city of Orrville and the Orrville Railroad
Heritage Society to downgrade the Main Street crossing from the existing manually ac-
tivated flashing light signals to crossbucks be granted.  It is, further,

ORDERED, That during the period of removal of the current signals and from the
time of this entry forward, ORHS flag traffic in each direction at the Main Street crossing
before bringing any train across the crossing.  It is, further,

ORDERED, That ORHS provide 30-day notification to the Commission before
significantly changing its rail operations through the crossing to allow the Commission
an opportunity of reviewing such proposed changes and their impact on the safety of
motorists and pedestrians.  It is, further,
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ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served upon all parties of record.
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