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The Ohio Power Siting Board

The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) is responsible Who serves on the OPSB?
for reviewing and approving plans for the construction

of new energy facilities in Ohio. Before any company The Board is comprised of 11 members:
can build a new power plant, wind farm, electric trans- . o o . .
mission line, gas pipeline, or other major energy facil- e Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, Chair

ity, the OPSB assures that it benefits Ohio’s citizens,
promotes the state’s economic interests, and protects
the environment and land use. e Ohio Department of Agriculture

e Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

e Ohio Department of Development

e Ohio Department of Health

e Ohio Department of Natural Resources

e A public engineer appointed by the governor

e Four non-voting legislative members

The application
What is in the application?

The application must describe the facility and its impact on the surrounding
area. The application for a transmission facility must also contain information on
need and alternative sites. While one of the sites is designated “preferred” by the
company, both the preferred and alternative must be actual and viable sites that
the Board could approve. The “preferred” designation does not indicate any favor
or prior approval of the Board.

How can | see a copy of the application?

After the application is determined to be complete, legal notices are published
in newspapers in those areas impacted by the proposed facility. The legal notice
must include a listing of area libraries where a copy of the application may be
viewed. The application can also be viewed on line by going to the OPSB Web site.

How does the OPSB make its decision?

By law, the OPSB must find and determine eight criteria including:

e The probable environmental impact of the proposed facility

e Whether the facility represents the minimum adverse environmental
impact, considering available technology and the nature and economics of
alternatives

e The need for any transmission facility

e That the facility is consistent with regional plans for expansion of the electric power grid of the electric sys-
tems serving Ohio and interconnected systems and that the facility will serve the interests of electric system
economy and reliability

e That the facility will comply with all air and water pollution and solid waste disposal laws and regulations
e That the facility will serve the public interest, convenience and necessity
e The facility’s impact on the continued agricultural viability of any land in an existing agricultural district

e That the facility incorporates maximum feasible water conservation practices considering available technol-
ogy and the nature and economics of various alternatives



