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4901:1-5-37-01
Definitions, purpose and scope.

(A) As used in this chapter:

(1) "Electric utility" has the meaning set forth in rule 4901:5-19-01 of the Administrative Code.  

(2) "Noncompetitive retail electric service" means each of the following as used in Chapter 4928. of the Revised Code:

(a) Distribution service;

(b) Transmission service;

(c) Any ancillary service, as defined in division (A) of section 4928.01 of the Revised Code, which the commission has not declared to be a competitive retail electric service within the certified territory of any electric distribution company.

(3) "Emergency" means an anticipated or existing shortage in the supply of or constraint in the transmission or distribution of electrical energy, which has or may adversely affect the operation or reliability of transmission and distribution facilities.

(4) "Commission" means the public utilities commission of Ohio.

(5) "Essential customers" means the following customers of an electric utility:

(a)
Hospitals and emergency care facilities, each of which provides medical care and performs in-patient procedures;

(b)
Prisons and governmental detention institutions;

(c)
Fire and police stations, Ohio national guard facilities, military bases, and federal facilities essential to the national defense;

(d)
"Critical customers" as defined in rule 4901:1-10-02 of the Administrative Code;

(e)
Radio and television stations used to transmit emergency messages and public information broadcasts relating to emergencies;

(f)
Water pumping plants essential to the supply of potable water to a community;

(g)
Sewage plants essential to the collection, treatment and disposal of a community's sewage, except lift stations;

(h)
Emergency management and response facilities and the countywide "911" system;  and

(i)
Blood banks.

(6) "ECAR" means the “East Central Area Reliability Council” (a regional reliability council of the “North American Electric Reliability Council” (NERC), or its successor organization, established to augment reliability of its members' electric supply systems through coordination of planning and operations of its members' generation and transmission facilities.

(7) “RTO” means regional transmission organization defined by the federal energy regulatory commission (FERC).

(B)
The rules in this chapter apply to transmission and distribution companies who provide noncompetitive retail electric service and are intended to provide minimum standards, but are not intended to guarantee a continuous and uninterrupted flow of power under all conditions, for the companies to:

(1)
Prevent emergencies; 

(2)
Initiate and perform system restoration for any electric service which suffered an outage due to an emergency; and

(3)
Preserve and protect electric services whose operations continued or were restored during an emergency.

(C)
Each electric utility shall comply with the rules of this chapter and orders of the commission, unless otherwise ordered by FERC, during an emergency which has or may adversely affect the operation or reliability of those lines.  
(D)
Each electric utility shall file for the commission's approval, its emergency plan and amendments on energy shortages or delivery constraints, which shall include the requirements and procedures of this chapter.

(E)
The commission may, in addition to the rules of this chapter, adopt orders to require the electric utility to:

(1)
Take prescribed actions before an emergency;

(2)
Initiate or terminate any action during an emergency.
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4901:1-5-37-02
Emergency reporting to the commission; emergency actions.
(A) Each electric utility shall promptly report to the commission:

(1) Any loss in service for fifteen minutes or more of electric power supply to a firm load of one hundred megawatts or more;

(2) Any action to reduce firm customer loads in order to maintain reliability of the power supply system;

(3) Any appeal for the public to conserve electricity;

(4) Any action to reduce firm customer loads by manual switching, automatic load shedding, or other means used to maintain reliability of the power supply system;

(5) Any outage or incident which damages or renders inoperable system equipment located in Ohio;

(6) When a transmission company determines that a net operating reserve deficiency will exist for the next calendar day and power supply and/or operating reserve cannot be obtained or purchased; and

(7) Any action taken pursuant to the rules of this chapter.


Each report shall be made by fax, voice mail, personal contact or other commission determined means with a designated commission representative.

(B) When an electric utility is unable to relieve an existing or anticipated energy shortage by obtaining or purchasing power through an interconnected system pursuant to rules 4901:1-22-03, 4901:1-22-04, and 4901:1-22-05 of the Administrative Code, each company shall implement and follow:

(1) ECAR’s load shedding procedures;

(2) The provision of the company's emergency plan, as approved by the commission.
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4901:1-5-37-03
Sudden or unanticipated emergency resulting in overloading transmission facilities.

When sudden or unanticipated generation or transmission outages cause an overloading of the electric utility's facilities or interconnection circuits which operate at a nominal sixty hertz, each company shall perform any or all of the following actions, as required:

(A) Interrupt service to customers served under interruptible tariffs or contracts;

(B) Interrupt service to firm service customers;

(C) Reduce voltage not more than five per cent if the transmission system is isolated; and/or

(D) Disconnect the overloaded facility or circuit.
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4901:1-5-37-04  Anticipated emergency conditions.

When anticipated shortages of electrical energy cannot be relieved by automatic reserve sharing and emergency purchases or other sources within or outside the interconnected area, each electric utility shall perform any or all of the following actions, as required and as applicable:

(A) Interrupt service to customers served under interruptible tariffs or contracts;

(B) Interrupt service to customers with controlled service loads;

(C) Reduce voltage not more than five per cent on the distribution system;

(D) Request voluntary load reductions of large volume firm customers;

(E) Appeal to the public to conserve electricity; 

(F) Initiate manual load shedding of firm customer loads; and

(G) Each electric distribution company shall:

(1) Make reasonable efforts to maintain service to essential customers; and

(2) Select distribution circuits and lines to interrupt service.
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